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Half Donut Skirt 

 

 

You need: 

 Paper for making the pattern 

 You need enough fabric so you can cut the quarter donut on the fold plus 6” 

(15 cm) extra. For the skirt in the picture we needed 1 ¾” yd. (1.6 m), using 

42” (112 cm) wide fabric. 

 Interfacing for the waistband 

 8” zipper 

 Button or hook for waistband 

 Sewing Machine 

 General Sewing Supplies 
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How to make the pattern: 

 Measure the waist and divide it with 3.14 (π) 

 Measure the length and add 2” (5 cm) for hem and seam allowance 

 Add these two measurements and draw a right angle where each side is this 

measurement, measure at several places in between and connect these to 

form a quarter circle  

 Make another quarter circle by measuring the first measurement from the 

corner in several places and connect these to form the quarter circle 

 Cut out so you have a quarter donut, this is your pattern 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cutting: 

Fold the fabric width wise so there are selvages on both sides and place the pattern 

piece so one straight edge is on the fold and one straight edge is on one of the selvage 

sides. Cut along the quarter circle lines and when you unfold the fabric it is half a donut 

shape. 

Waistband: cut a rectangle that is the waist measurement plus 2” (5 cm) by 4” (10 cm), 

cut one from fabric and one from interfacing. 

All seam allowances are ½” (12 mm) unless otherwise stated. 
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Pin the two straight edges right sides together. Baste the top 8 ½” of the seam and 

sew a normal seam along the rest of the straight edge. Back stitch below the basting. 

Place zipper face down on basted part of seam with the zipper teeth ½” from top edge 

of skirt. The zipper in the picture is too long. 

Hand baste the zipper in place and sew from the front with a zipper foot. Undo a few 

of the basting stitches before sewing so the zipper pull can be moved out of the way 

while stitching. Stitch close to the zipper teeth on both sides of the basted seam and 

across at the bottom of the zipper. 

Remove basting stitches and open zipper. 
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Iron on interfacing to the waistband. Pin and sew waistband to the top edge of the 

skirt right sides together. Extend ½” on the right side of the zipper and 1 ½” on the 

left. Press seam allowance towards waistband. 

Fold and press ½” along other long edge of the waistband. 

Fold waistband right sides together at each short edge. Stitch short edges and trim 

seams. Turn right sides out and press. 

Press folded edge along seam and stitch from the back through all layers. 
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Sew a hook and eye or a button and button hole to the waistband. 

Try on and check the length. Hem the skirt with a narrow hem. 

One way of doing this is to fold and press the hem so the skirt is about 1/8” longer 

than the wanted length. Sew close to the fold and carefully cut of the folded bit close 

to the stitching. Fold again and stitch on top of the original stitching. See black/white 

skirt in photo above. 

Another way is folding and pressing a 5/8” (1.5 cm) hem, fold the raw edge in to the 

crease and press again. Stitch close to the edge of the hem. See blue skirt in photo 

above. 

Enjoy your skirt! 


